SIR JOHN JOHNSTON

before he was detected in breaking open the house of a
linendraper in Cheapside, which put a final end to his
liberty, though not to his villainy, for, being sent to New-
gate, and having no hopes of ever getting out any more,
unless to go to Tyburn, he grew desperate, and resolved to
do all the mischief he could there. Mr Goodman, one of the
turnkeys of that jail, being one day drinking in the common-
side cellar, Kelsey privately stabbed him in the belly with
a knife, of which wound he instantly died. For this murder
he received sentence of death at the next session in the
Old Bailey, and a gibbet being erected in Newgate Street,
near the prison, he was thereon executed, on Friday, the
13th of June3 1690, being then no more than twenty years
of age. As a terror to the other prisoners who were then in
confinement, his body was suffered to hang on the gibbet
the space of three hours.

SIR JOHN JOHNSTON
Executed at Tyburn, lyrd of December^ 1690, for assisting
to steal an Heiress
SIR JOHN JOHNSTON was born at Kirkcaldy, in
Fifeshire. His father had had a good estate, but
had diminished it by extravagant living, so Sir John went
young into the army to improve his fortune. He went over
to Ireland, where he thought to better his circumstances
by marriage; and getting into the acquaintance of a Mr
Magrath, in the county of Clare, he, by his urbane con-
versation, so gained his good opinion, that he frequently
invited him to dinner. Mr Magrath having a daughter,
with ten thousand pounds as her portion, Sir John took
every opportunity to insinuate himself into her company,
and so far gained upon her affections as to obtain her consent
to elope with him; but the father, having some hints given
him of their private courtship, kept a very watchful eye over
their actions, and at last, being confirmed in his suspicions,
forbade Sir John his house, and kept his daughter close.
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